CHAPTER XL

PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

General.

1.    THE Educational  Department Is organised on the system
of Public Instruction prevailing in the Bombay Presidency.

2.    The Prime Minister is the director of Public Instruction in
the State and the Department is administered under his general
supervision.

3.    During the troubled conditions obtaining In Kolhapur State
vSociety at the beginning of the last centur}', when the influence of the
village system existed In its original purity, when the village dispute
was settled viva vocc by the Patel and the Panchayat,   when a free
career was only open in the struggles of war and rapine, and when its
isolated situation and constant fighting shut out even the knowledge of

~  .   ..         , innovation  in foreign parts,  the simple knowledge of

Early history of                                            .                                                      .

Kflncation in'the  the father  was considered as ample for the child, and
State,

education  was neither  thought of,  nor  attended to,

by the mass of the people. In the midst, however, of this general
ignorance, a few seminaries were preserved among the Brahmins,
where a glimmering of knowledge was to be obtained, but the exclu-
sive nature of the instruction rendered, precluded the possibility of
any general ameliorating influence being exercised over the mass,
more especially as the higher branches of learning, with the excep-
tion of astrology, consisted in an initiation into the system of the
Jiiiidu religion and instruction in the mythological history of the
Hindu Gods. Since the restoration of general tranquility to the
country, the prospects of education assumed a more favourable aspect;
the Government provided a certain share to the public stock and